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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve image quality of 
a selected area of an image than that of other areas by 
providing hierarchy to coding data, reproducing only a 
selected area from part of the coded data in various 
image quality and reproducing an image with a low image 
quality from part of the coded data. 

SOLUTION: A low order layer coding means 4 codes only 
picture elements in a specific selected area at low 
image quality. A 1st high order layer coding means 1 
applies prediction coding with low image quality to 
picture elements of the entire image of each frame by 
using picture elements decoded already for the low order 
layer and picture elements decoded already for the high 
order layer. Then a 2nd high order layer coding means 2 
applies prediction coding with high image quality to 
picture elements of the entire image of each frame by 
using picture elements decoded already for the 2nd low 
order layer and picture elements decoded already for the 
2nd high order layer. Furthermore, a coding data 
integral means 3 integrates coding data obtained by each 
coding means to provide a hierarchical structure. 
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